
11/07/2025

1

w ww .tr ot ma ndig ital.co.uk

UCAS and Personal Statements Webinar
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Overview of this session

Brie f in tr od uct ion  (to  th e b oo k and  self )

A pe rso nal st ate me nt ‘m ast erc lass’

Un iver sity appli catio n st rat egy
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Dominic Fuge

He ad o f Car eer s an d Hig her  Ed ucat io n, at  CSFC Cam br idg e

Fo ur th  scho ol 

Backgr ou nd  in t each ing

St ud ied at Cam br idg e, Ed inb ur gh a nd D ur ham

Att en ds in ter nat io nal ‘f ly-ins’, ‘f am tr ips’ an d co nf ere nces 
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About this upcoming p ublication

Dr awin g u pon  exp er ience  and  re cen t in ter vie ws wit h u niv ersit ies 

Con tain s a t ot al of  32  f igur es an d t able s – it ’s a  re so ur ce, t oo

Six  fu ll per son al sta tem en t e xamp les, eac h wit h a com me nt ary  

Fu ll an d co mp reh en siv e f or  all lev els (e.g . bo th new  and  hig hly 
exp er ience d st aff )

Un ique  con te nt  and  inclu des h ot  to pics (e .g. u se  of  AI)

Wr it ten  fo r st ud en ts as w ell as p ro fessio nals 
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Chapters

Chap te r O ne:  Int ro du ctio n an d b ackgr ou nd

Chap te r T wo : Fin din g yo ur  rig ht  cou rse

Chap te r T hr ee:  Deve lop ing y our  sup er-cur r icular  pr of ile

Chap te r F ou r: T he  wr itin g

Chap te r F ive: Af t er y ou r w rit ing

Chap te r S ix: Op po rt un itie s and challe nges o f using AI 

Chap te r S even : P er so nal st at eme nt  exam ple s  
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Old vs. n ew UCAS p erso nal statements 

4,0 00  ch aract er s of  fr ee  tex t 

Recom m end ed b ulk  bein g sup er-cur r icular  (f ro m G5 )

A clea rly d ef ined  str uct ur e as r eco mm en ded  – int r o; m ain 
bo dy  & con clusio n

4,0 00  ch aract er s wit h t hr ee se t q uest ion s (35 0 m inim um  in 
each  sect ion )

Recom m end ed b ulk  bein g sup er-cur r icular  (f ro m G5 )

Fle xibilit y w ith  cho ice o n w her e t o le ave t his co nt ent
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Super-curricu lar content

Co-cur r icular

Su per -cur r icular Acad emic + r elat ed

Ex tr a-cur r icular No n-acad em ic
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Academic competitions  

 
 

Clubs and societies 

 
 

Debating relevant topics 

 
 

Fieldtrips and other relevant travel 

 
 

Guest lectures, webinars and conferences 

 
 

Independent projects and research 

 
 

Membership with academic bodies and institutions 

 
 

Museums, galleries and relevant exhibitions 

 
 

Online courses (MOOCs) 

 
 

Podcasts, documentaries and film 

 
 

Submitting an essay (for an external award) 

 
 

Summer schools and half-term programmes 

 
 

University subject masterclasses – see university websites 

 
 

Wider reading 

 
 

Work experience (virtual or in-person) 
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Th e new three person al statement questio ns 

Qu est ion 1: W hy d o y ou  wan t t o st ud y th is cou rse or  subje ct?

Qu est ion 2:  How  hav e yo ur  qu alifica tio ns an d stu die s help ed you  to  pr ep are  fo r t his co ur se or  sub ject ?

Qu est ion 3:  Wh at e lse hav e yo u d on e to  pr ep are  ou tsid e of  ed ucat ion , and  wh y ar e t hese  expe rie nces u sefu l?

50 -60 %

30 -40 %

10 %

2,2 00

1,4 00

40 0
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Bein g r aised in Bang kok’s  go ld t rad e, m y cur io sit y in Ec ono mics gr ew. T hr oug h m y pa ren ts’  go ld sho p, I po nd er ed go ld’s hig h com m odit y valu e. 
Gr ow ing up  in t he sho p, I sur vey ed cust om er s’ be havi our  an d t he na tu re of  t he bu siness . I qu est ione d go ld’s dist inct ive cha ract er istics  of  r arit y, 
du ra bilit y, cult ur al sign ifican ce, an d eco no mic ut ilit y. I soo n r ealised  it s inv estm en t ap peal  as a liqu id en tit y an d som et hin g ab le t o wit hst and  inf lat ion 
an d r ecession .
 
Wit h m y int er est in t he f inan cial wo rld , I qu est ione d t he pa st  im por t ance of  go ld. I exa min ed t he 19 97  Asian Fin anci al Crisis . I sou ght  t o un de rst and 
ho w t he Fin anci al Crisis  cou ld ha ve be en pr ev ent ed,  cr eat ing a t imelin e of  go ld; I no tice d t he cou nt rie s f acing t he wo rst  of  t he cr isis all lacke d go ld 
r eser ves. Hist or ically,  ph ysical go ld ha d lit tle cr edit  r isk  an d wa s an asset ou tp er fo rm ing ot he rs . Hy pot he tically , if t hese Asian cou nt rie s r eser ved go ld 
r ath er t han f or eign cur r encie s, t he af ter m ath  pe rh aps cou ld be  less cr itical . I f urt he r r esear ched  t his cat aclysm , r eadin g ar ticle s f ro m t he Ec ono mist  
an d a pa per en tit led “ Th ailand ’s Mon et ary  P olicy Sin ce t he 19 97  Crisis”  by  Nak or nt hob , an d ne ver t hou ght  t hat wh en t he T hai go ver nm ent  f loat ed 
t he Baht  it wo uld  cau se  a cha in r eact ion t rigg erin g t he r egio n’s do wn fall .
 
My r um inat ion of  such  wo rld  cr ises led  m e t o r ead T aleb’s  “ Th e B lack Sw an” . A bla ck swan  ev ent be ing on e of  r arit y, ext r eme  im pact , an d 

r etr osp ect ive pr ed ictab ility . T aleb ar gue d t hat m any cur r ent  m ode ls ar e ou td ate d an d lack r obu stn ess t o pr ed ict such  ev ent s, pa rt icular ly wit h his  
exp lana tio n of  sur vivo rsh ip bia s t hr oug h Wa ld's Ame rica n air craf t ar mo ur an ecdo te . I be lieve  t ackling an d pr ev ent ing eco no mic t ur mo il sho uld com e 
wit h pr ecau tio ns . Glo bal issues  can not  be  solv ed usin g pa st  solu tio ns. Regar dle ss of  ho w simil ar an ev ent is hist or ically,  we  hu ma ns t ypically  ign or e 
lit tle de tails  an d ar e car eless  t o r each con clusio ns, as ev iden ced in du plicab le situ at ions  like  t he “ Dot-Com ” Bub ble.
 
Fr om  a chil dho od int er est t o a f und ame nt al pa rt of  m y cur r ent  stu die s,  Ec ono mics  illust ra tes  an d solv es socie ty’s  gr eat est cha lleng es. I see Ec ono mics  
as a pa th way t o m y am bit ion of  inv estm en t ba nkin g.

Question 1: Why d o yo u want to  stu dy this course or s ubject? (2,18 1 characters)   
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A Lev el Phy sics ta ug ht me to think logica lly in a process-driv en wa y,  underta king Isa ac Physic s cha llenges and rec eivi ng a Gold in the Physics 
Oly mpia d. My tea m also won the S pa ce Design Competition, where I ca lcula ted the costs of  production of a  new space settl ement and most 
effi cient resource  al loca tion, linking to my  Economics interest.  Ma ths all owed me to refine my  abstract reasoning  skills, and I achieved a Sil ver 
in the UKM T Seni or Cha llenge. Prior to my A Level s,  I al so ma intained a keen interest in these subjects, earning  a g old and “Best in School” in 
the UKMT Junior Challeng e 2 years in a  row.  I also was awarded Gold awards yea rly  in the PAM A mental  maths competitions,  illustrating  my 
ability to solve  probl ems quick ly.
 
Pa rtak ing  in the N CH L ondon Essay Competition 2025 I received “Hig hly  Commended”. The task was to analy se possible i mpac ts of Russian 
ec onomic sa nc tions.  I researched data a nd views from va ri ous sites and employed A-Level E conomics knowledge to exa mine impacts across 
these reg ions: S outh America , Europe, Asi a, a nd Russia.  I a rgued tha t Europe wa s most like ly to see the worst impa cts,  given their 
overdependence on Russia n gas a nd that many countri es are  pa rt of the EU  tra debloc which condone Russia’s a ctions, whilst alternative 
nations remain more  neutral.  This experience  taught me about citi ng and enhanced my a na lytical sk ills.

Question 2: How h ave your qualifications  and s tudies helped you to prepare for this 
course or s ubject? (1,375  characters)
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I enj oy l angua ge lea rning, currently practicing Ma ndarin, rea ching H SK 3 level,  a ski ll particula rly  useful in a g lobali sed world where 
ec onomics k nows no bounds. I a m a player for my  loca l club’s footba ll team, earning  the  sportsmanship a wa rd. Moreover, I enjo y music, 
improvising song s on the pi ano, whilst a lso teaching  myself  the guita r. This shows my hol istic development a nd wi llingness to  contribute to all 
aspects of university life.
 

Question 3: What else have you don e to prepare outside of education, and why are 
these experiences  u seful? (4 41 characters)
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Th e new three person al statement questio ns 

St ro ng  gra des ar e a byp ro duc t o f p assion

It  is essen tial t o wor k in  par allel 

Fle xible  and  be sp oke  sup por t
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UCAS and Personal Statements Webinar

Additio nal opp ortunities

On line  cou rse

Sch oo l we binar s / m aster classes

Do wn load  re so ur ces

Con nect  o n Lin ked In

Discounts for purchasi ng multiple copies


